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Meeting 
Name/Topic 

CHNA Advisory 
Quarterly Mtg 

Date 09/28/23 

Facilitator Kay Conley Time 9:00 am 

Location SCHD Board room  Scribe Abby Jenkins 

Attendees:  Kay Conley (SCHD), Abigail Jenkins SCHD), Kelly Potkay (SCHD), Yvette Graham (OSU Extension), Anita Combs (MCHD), 
Robert Knight (CCPH), Schanel Harvey (Stark County Community Action Agency), Tasha Catron (SCHD), Leslie Schaffer (ACHD), Randy 
Flint (ACHD), Terri Argent (MCHD), Amanda Kelly (SCHD), Karen Abel Jepson (CRAHEC), Amanda Nelson (Alliance Family Health 
Center), Latrice Snodgrass (Beacon Charitable Pharmacy), Julie Donant (DVPI), Lisa Zellers (Aultman), Denny Tan (Jackson Township 
Fire Department), Anju Mader (BHC), Mary Helen Petrus (Stark Community Foundation), Ashley Tucker (Alliance Family Health 
Center), Cindy Linger (Access Health), Tom Phillips (StarkFresh), Eric Niemeyer (Lifecare), Nicolette Powe (YSU), Michele Boone 
(StarkMHAR), Cindy Hickey (Cleveland Clinic Mercy Hospital), Adrianne Price (United Way), Patti Fetzer (ESC), Dan Gichevski (Stark 
County Family Council).  

Key Points Discussed 

Agenda Item/Topic Highlights/ 
Discussion 

Outcome/ 
Assignments 

Welcome – Kay 

• Introduction/New members 
• Approval of June 22, 2023 

Minutes 

 • Cindy Linger motion to approve June minutes. Second by Anju.  

CHA- 

• United Way Community 
Assessment  

 Adrianne Price 
(United Way) 
and Mary Helen 
Petrus (Stark 
Community 
Foundation) 
provided an 

 

• United Way Stark County Community Assessment, data until 2021. 
Includes most recent data released by Census a few weeks ago. 

• The Community Assessment includes info on health, environment, etc. 
Cities are getting older, household medians went up but not matching 
medium for state, shows higher inflation. Poverty in Canton is lower, 
but could be an anomaly. Jim Adams suggested 2019 data is outlier and 
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overview of the 
recently 
released report.   

abnormally high. More info on immigration and refugees. Lots of issues 
with housing. Issues with elevated lead levels in kids, especially in 
Alliance. Could be they are testing more and have more information. 
Fewer kids enrolled in public schools. Chronic absenteeism is very high, 
especially in Canton. They usually will do another update around the 
census calendar, next one will be in one to two years.  

• FQHCs track immigration status that can assist in data collection about 
immigration for the county.  

• Kay will send out, but it is available on Stark Community Foundation 
website.  

2023-2025 CHIP Planning- Kay and/or 
Team 

• Overview of CHIP planning 
• Meetings being planned for the 

5 strategic priorities  
• Reports from each of the five 

strategies 
• Next steps for CHIP planning 

 
 
 

• Overall CHIP has 5 strategies rolled into CHIP plan. Breaking out into 5 
areas to focus on these priorities.  

• Dr. Mader chairing technology platform strategy. Still working on pre-
work and will be sending out more information for a meeting once 
more information on the platform has been gathered.  

• Eric N, Amanda N and Ashley T are leading MOU’s for behavioral and 
medical information. October 20th will be first meeting, 9a-10:30a. 
Meeting invite will be sent out.  

• Patti Fetzer with help from a public health co-chair, is leading the 
school-based strategies for an initial discussion. Some preliminary 
meetings with ESC indicated schools are not interested in no cell phone 
policies right now.  Alternative direction will be discussed that aligns 
with this focus.   

• Looking for Public Health lead for the school strategies. Discussion to 
be held to discuss what strategies can be done. Patti expressed this is a 
space where there isn’t a lot of school legislation or guidance and 
trying to figure this out how to do it right in the school setting. Looking 
for additional support to assist in expertise for this strategy. Meeting is 
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set for October 10th from 12p-1:30p at SCHD. Discussion about what 
these strategies mean and how to look at who should be involved in 
them and set goals based on data.  

• Guaranteed funding for non-healthcare related issues. Cindy Linger and 
Lisa Zellers are leading this group. Identifying dates for potential 
meeting and will be sent out with additional meeting dates.  

• This is our planning year and we are working to get everything in line to 
move forward with the best possible strategies.  

• Making sure to keep collecting data to measure progress or use to 
implement processes for these strategies.  

• Still have 2 focus groups available through CMOR if needed for these 
strategies.  

2022 Evaluation Report- Kelly 
 

 • Still working on 2022 Evaluation Report.  

• Most of it drafted, but received data after deadline and will be 
wrapping it up beginning of October.  

• Post it to our website and then send out to group with minutes. 

• Looking to see if we made a difference by looking at our long-term 
data. Did not collect the same data for each year so it is difficult to see 
the long-term effects.  

• Trying to find indicators we can find data for and collect it easily and 
sustainably. Keeping it the same across the board and making sure we 
are collecting data that will align with our strategies and is existing or 
built into program being done. 

• Focus right now is on CHIP and Action plans. Looking ahead to start 
discussing 2024 Health Improvement Summit. Will discuss more at 
December meeting.  

Announcements/Updates- all 
 

 • Salvation Army of Canton- is doing holiday collection. Hosting a 
toy/food collection and have an angel tree on site, hosting a family, and 
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have volunteer opportunities available. You can contact Kaitlyn for 
more information.  

• Stark County Community Action- Currently moving into new space. 
Adjusting to growth and making sure team is equipped to handle 
changes. Launched street card and looking for Alliance businesses. If 
want to be included, contact Schanel.  

• MCHD- partnered with Diaper bank in May and it is going gangbusters. 
Started new outreach kits with personal hygiene items and dropped off 
at food banks, homeless shelters and at health department. Two new 
position, outreach coordinator and language translator. Both have 
tremendously helped their services! Partner with Aultman and other 
orgs and have a Fall into Health fair on 9/30 for residents. Community 
Baby Shower is coming up and it is very well received. Includes a 
cooking demo and get a cookbook and it is all funded through grant 
dollars and can provide grab bags with necessities and have raffles with 
items. Community Health Garden started this year. Labor of love but it 
is growing. Food is given to local food pantries and storage tips and 
recipe cards are provided. Working with Massillon City Schools and 
ODOT to create Safe Routes to School funding and route. Promote 
walking/biking to school.  

• Access Health- Data committee started with local grant. Capacity 
building grant and formed committee with local philanthropy and 
board members. Redesigning objectives and gathering baseline data to 
show measurable objectives. Able to relay measurable objectives to 
any project working on because have over 11 projects working on now 
and have multiple objectives to report on. Working on project with 
SCHD is workforce development grant. Created Staff wellness plan for 
Access Health and workers would like to see more opportunities for 
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advancement. Redesigning organizational structure to advance CHW’s 
in their positions. County is focused on Childhood Poverty and Access 
health taking more intentional approach to meet needs of pediatric 
population. Looking to expand CHW’s who can receive early childhood 
development programs. Gibbs Elementary serving 32 families there, 
and working with United Way. Working on project with Canton City 
schools to assist students in getting immunized. Over 900 vaccines have 
been given to date and 350 children have been vaccinated.  

• StarkFresh- grocery store opening in Alliance on October 9th in Alliance 
Commons. Ribbon Cutting is 11a on October 9th. Incentives to cater to 
those who need it most in Alliance. Biggest fundraiser, Celebrity Chef 
showdown on October 19 to raise funds for EBT match for Canton and 
Alliance locations. Information on website. Last ServeSafe Food Safety 
Training on November 6th and 7th.  

• Amanda K- most of overdose prevention grant funding has ended. 
Looking for other grant funds. Going in with Summit County on a 
regional grant that will focus on linkages and harm reduction. Received 
Adolescent Resiliency Grant. Making sure adolescent are with adults 
who need care. Mobile Unit is referred to as Health Mobile. Active 
summer with events and have an active fall planned. As event requests 
go down, looking at overdose data and doing push-outs and doing 
community outreach events. Trying to get the unit out each week. 
Trying to get it at places with visible drive-by traffic.  

• Abigail- Habitat completed implementation of Compton Learning 
Center revitalization. Two full size basketball courts funded by CHC, 
walking path, accessible playground, challenge course and pavilion 
implemented to create a wonderful community gathering center and 
place to get physical activity. Open to public. Expanded garden at Zion 
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Lutheran Church in North Canton has been growing food and giving to 
Zion’s food pantry. Working to implement mindfulness walk around 
each garden location. Storybook Trail is completed at Butler Rodman 
Park in Alliance. Canton was awarded funds for strategic planning and 
data collection for Safe Routes to School application. Looking to apply 
for SRTS funding in 2024.  

• ESC- have 22 districts to serve. Have care teams in all districts to 
connect students and families to resources. Strengthening positive 
behavioral connections. Educators in schools are responding to needs 
in schools and legislation that relates to health. If anyone has anything 
to offer to any schools based on their spreadsheet that relate to health 
and wellness, reach put to Patti. Looking to build out areas and help 
prevent and reduce health issues. Building tiered spreadsheet for 
health issues. Have a large number of students who are vaping and 
trying to reduce issues and looking to have education based on this.  

• Tasha- Opportunity with partnership with Alliance Family Health 
Center. Did training on JETI. Health equity training presentation that 
went very well. Tasha does a great to connect and make it relatable! 

• ACHD-on rain delay with accreditation. Worked with PJ and did food 
stand in summer and it went really well. Gave away boxed cereal and 
gave away 76 hot dogs. Great resources for children. Had a great 
turnout. Looking to do another event in later October and possibly do a 
trick-or-treat. Harm reduction unit installed and operating at Alliance 
Commons. Intern looking to get more resources out to local agencies 
such as food pantries on harm reduction information. Permanent WIC 
drive thru window installed and operational! Aggressive demo program 
in City removing older housing, so wanting a deeper dig on why lead is 
so high in Alliance.  
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• Aultman- Fall into Wellness fair. WOW van has 35 sites to be at in 
October. Please reach out to schedule WOW van and their services. 
Generations program, hosts for people 50 and over. All about health 
and wellness and keeping people active and provide educational 
opportunities. Help Guide, put together by Aultman volunteers. Great 
resource guide for those to serve.  

• CCPH- Winding down strategic planning cycle. Submit draft to BOH next 
month for comments and approval. Next cycle will focus on 
neighborhood and built environment, food security, access to care and 
substance abuse disorder. Focus on this for 4 years.  

• Lifecare- sees all patients, no matter insurance. Please reach out if you 
know anyone who needs care. Same day or same week appointments 
for mental health services and expanding these services. Putting out 
rfps for architects for Massillon location. Expanding volume of services 
in Massillon.  

• OSU Extension- end of fiscal year, and published annual budget. 
Looking to expand services, if you want to partner, let us know! IN 
October, will get veggie coupon books and hoping to expand into 
November. If you participate in OSU classes, get $140 to spend in 
StarkFresh grocery stores.  

• Alliance Family Health Center- kicking off construction for front office 
area to include in-house pharmacy. Looking to open late fall, early 
December. Prepping for new access point opportunity. Rely heavily on 
partnerships in community to maintain funding to continue their great 
work. Looking to expand opportunities and partnerships. Days away 
from closing contract for integrated behavioral health NP. Held 
Community Baby Shower, registered 75 mothers, 61 showed up and 9 
came to pick up things. Looking to do another one in Spring/summer. 
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Working with AHA to get Ameri Corps to help with administration tasks 
and scheduling and outreach.   

• United Way- shifted funding priorities. Focus going forward will be 
families with young children living at or below the federal poverty level. 
Reducing or mitigating adverse childhood experiences. Starts in a few 
weeks and funding will be released in a few weeks.  

• Stark County Family Council- looking to hire. Ohio Department of 
Children and Youth, new state agency moving under this umbrella on 
October 1st. Kara Wenty has been named Director of new agency. Have 
another playgroup through home visiting through Canton City Health, 
ages 0-3. Hold at Steam in Canton. Parents can meet and learn while 
kids play. Looking for parents who are interested in advocacy to serve 
as a parent rep on boards. They are training and providing information 
for them to make an impact.  

• Stark Community Foundation- partnering with Candid to do a grant 
writing workshop at Stark Library on October 11th. Protecting Stark’s 
Future Grant Opportunity now open, available on website. Same focus 
on childhood poverty, but asking non-profits to attack root cause. 
Looking to get people to think systematically and not just providing 
resources.  

• StarkMHAR/BHC- How can we bring together healthcare who can bill 
payers with our food pantries and food banks and let healthcare 
providers do food as a script. Medicare and Medicaid pay for it. Pick a 
demographic to start off with and serve those patients or clients to 
access to healthy food. Strategy for technology platform. Had 2 
conversations with advisory group to set the stage and how to 
complete asks that are coming about. Fr social care, going to take us a 
long time to see outcomes and monetary return on investment for 
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social care. Had opportunity to reach out to few entities across country 
that already have these platforms in existence. Looking to see if folks 
across country will speak to advisory group about their journey.  

• Jackson Township Fire Department- developing community 
Paramedicine. Go into business and do fire prevention, but also 
proactively trying to evaluate paramedicine needs as well. Trying to 
reduce load on EMS personnel and hospitals. Hard to measure actual 
statistics but can measure quality of service from Jackson Fire by 
providing more services on calls. If get a call and cannot assist, trying to 
link to services and care that is needed. Levy based, and if can get out 
in community and provide more services can get better response from 
community. As an agency, able to request emergency transportation 
for rides if needed on the spot.  For Health Mobile, getting to lots of 
events and developing great partnerships in communities. Want to 
connect people to treatment and not just hand out Narcan. Goal is to 
reduce stigma, reduce overdoses and connect people to treatment.  

• Kay- send out link for where Mobile Unit will be. Can also request 
Health Mobile on our website. Both links will be sent out. 

Next meeting:  December 21th (one week 
earlier due to holiday)  
 

  

. 


